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The International Union of veterans of Nuclear Energy  
and Industry is 10 Years Old 

Dear Friends,

Greetings by Mikhail Chudakov, Deputy  
Director General of the IAEA, Head of the Department 

of Nuclear Energy

Greetings by Pavel Ipatov, Сhairman of the 
International Union of veterans of Nuclear 

Energy and Industry (IUvNEI) 

I thank the veterans of nuclear power and Industry for theIr readIness to remaIn  
In the ranks and pass on theIr vast experIence of safe operatIon of nuclear power  

                                         plants to young people   and a new generatIon of specIalIsts.             mikhail chudakov

The vigorous activity of 
veteran organizations 

clearly demonstrates the 
capabilities of the veteran 
community in educating 
about the advantages of 

nuclear power, its safety, and 
reliability. You devote a lot of 
time and effort to passing on 
experience and knowledge 
to the younger generation 
of nuclear scientists, and 

to instill a sense of pride 
in the unprecedented 
breakthrough made by our 
predecessors.

I am confident that the 
international community 
of nuclear veterans will 
continue to contribute 
to the effective and safe 
development of nuclear 
energy.

I wish you good health, 
strength, vigor and energy.

Director General,
State Corporation  

Rosatom  
a.e. lIkhachev

Cooperation between IAEA 
and IUVNEI is externalized 

in a concrete form. The Union 
of IAEA Veterans is the link 
between the Agency and 
the International Union of 
Veterans of Nuclear Energy 
and Industry, officially 
accredited to the IAEA 
General Сonference.

Veterans of the IAEA have 
united under the auspices 
of the IUVNEI, as they share 
the goals of the movement, 
have an active life position 
and are able to contribute 
to the transfer of knowledge 
to young professionals. The 
Union of IAEA Veterans brings 
together specialists with 
practical experience in the 
international environment in 

all areas of the IAEA program 
activities: nuclear energy 
and technology, security and 
physical protection, non-
proliferation and information 
technology in the IAEA 
safeguards system, technical 
cooperation and other areas 
of peaceful applications of 
nuclear technologies.

A unique feature of the 
Union of IAEA Veterans are 
experts with knowledge 
and experience in the 
international environment, 
in the areas of using nuclear 
technologies that go beyond 
the construction and 
operation of nuclear power 
plants, namely: 1) in the field 
of international atomic law; 
2) in the field of safeguards, 

accounting and control of 
nuclear materials; 3) in the 
field of nuclear safety and 
physical protection of nuclear 
facilities. These experts have 
a unique experience of long-
term work in the IAEA, in the 
preparation and creation 
of regulatory documents 
and manuals in almost all 
areas of development, use 
and evolution of nuclear 
technologies. 

Perhaps, the transfer 
of knowledge is one of the 
highest and most important 
factors for the success of 
nuclear power. Taking into 
account that modern NPPs 
are designed for 60 years 
of operation, and these 
terms can be extended, 
and after that, they are 
removed from operation – 
a nuclear power plant lives 
for about a hundred years. 
Unfortunately, professionals 
working at a NPP, who are 
building, operating, and 

decommissioning it – their 
working time for the nuclear 
industry is much shorter. 
Therefore, it is very important 
to take into account the 
lessons of the events that 
took place at the NPP. This is 
an essential part of ensuring 
the acceptability of nuclear 
power at the current stage of 
its development.

A good example of the 
involvement of IAEA veterans 
in the work of universities is 
the activity of the STAR-NET 
school, organized by Andrey 
Kosilov. 

Within the framework of 
the 62nd and 63rd General 
Conferences of the IAEA, 
seminars were organized 
with the participation of 
veteran organizations and the 
International Youth Nuclear 
Congress in the UN system on 
the theme: “Training the next 
generation of nuclear industry 
workers. From graduate to 
professional.” 

Dear veterans, Colleagues 
and friends,

On behalf of the Central 
Council, the Secretariat of 

the IUVNEI, as well as on behalf 
of the heads of international 
veteran organizations of ele- 
ven European countries that  
have joined our Union, I con-
gratulate all of you on the tenth 
anniversary of our organization.

Over the past years, we 
have managed not only to earn 
appreciation for the importance 
of our difficult work, but also to 
establish strong relations with 
the IAEA, The World Association 
of Nuclear Operators (WANO), 
and almost all international 
organizations involved in 
the development of nuclear 
energy.

With the support of the 
State Corporation Rosatom, 
all international events – 
conferences, round tables, 
seminars – that we prepared 
and held were aimed at 
the promoting the safe 
production and use of nuclear 
energy, increasing its public 
acceptance, promoting advan-
ced nuclear technologies to 
world markets, and transferring 
the experience and knowledge 
of nuclear veterans to the 
younger generation.

United in a strong Union, 

we interact and find support 
for our activities from the heads 
of many international industry 
centers and enterprises.

Overcoming the difficulties 
that sometimes arise in front of 
us, we strive to fulfill the tasks 
set for ourselves, continuing 
sustainable development, pre- 

serving the accumulated ca-
pital.

I wish all veterans of the 
industry good health and 
tireless energy for the benefit 
of the further development of 
our international Union.

Pavel IPaTOV,
Chairman of the IUvNEI

I sincerely congratulate you on the 10th 
anniversary of the International union of veterans 
of nuclear energy and Industry. It is significant that 
your holiday is celebrated in the year of the double 
anniversary – the 75th anniversary of the victory 
of our people in the great patriotic war and the 
creation of the nuclear industry.
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Ukraine

Hungary

Kazakhstan

This is our biography 
The issue of attracting veteran 

nuclear power professionals to 
participate in the production cycle 
of operating NPPs and enterprises, 
as well as the practical use of their 
experience in preserving critical 
knowledge and transfer it on to the 
younger generation, come up on the 
agenda not by accident. Veterans of 
nuclear power plants began to feel the 
need to be again in demand, useful 
for enterprises and organizations of 
the nuclear industry, which they have 
dedicated all their working life to. 

According to veterans, it is not 
right that their rich experience and 
knowledge will pass with them when 
they leave for a well-deserved rest. 
The question arose about the need 
to find new, non-standard forms of 
involvement of veterans. There was an 

initiative to unite the efforts of nuclear 
veterans at the international level 
to help develop nuclear energy and 
promote its safety. 

This initiative was fully supported 
by colleagues from many countries and 
heads of NPP operating organizations: 
A. Lokshin, V. Asmolov (Rosatom State 
Corporation, Russia); I. Pniachek, Yu. 
Kmoshena, J. Valovich (Slovakia); A. 
Dimitar, K. Iliev (Bulgaria); E. Puska, 
E. Patrakka (Finland); L. Maroti, F. 
Bilec (Hungary); M. Gregor (Czech 
Republic); Yu. Nedashkovsky, V. Fuchs 
(Ukraine), and others.  As a result, 
veteran public organizations from 
different countries united and formed 
the International Union of Public 
Associations “International Union 
of Veterans of Nuclear Energy and 
Industry” (IUVNEI) at the organizational 

conference held within the framework 
of ISTC-2010 in Moscow from 26 - 28 

May 2010. The management of the 
Concern “Rosenergoatom” from the 

first days took under special control and 
guardianship work to create the IUVNEI. 

In the photo: Participants of the Constituent Assembly for the creation of the International Union of veterans  
of Nuclear Energy and Industry

the veteran  
organization 
of hungary  

was one of the first to 
become a member of the 
International union of vete-
rans of nuclear energy and 
Industry (IuvneI) in 2010. 
from the very beginning, it 
was important for hungarian 
specialists to get acquainted 
with the experience gained 
by foreign colleagues.

The transfer of critical know-
ledge to the next generation 
has become an important issue. 
Familiarization with the methods 
and forms of solving this important 
task within the framework of the 

International Union of Veterans of 
Nuclear Energy and Industry gave 
us the opportunity to organize 
important events in this area.

The 4th meeting of the Central 
Council of the IUVNEI was held in 
Hungary in September 2011. In a 
number of technical reports, vital 
issues of nuclear power related 
to increasing the capacity of 
VVER-440 reactors, introducing 
mentoring for the transfer of 
experience, and extending the 
service life of nuclear power units, 
were discussed.

This year marks 10 years 
since the establishment of 
the IUVNEI. Its high quality 
organizational and technical 

activity is highly appreciated in 
our country. 

It was important and useful 
for us to get acquainted with 
the experience of veteran 
organizations in other countries 
in the field of transferring 
critical knowledge to younger 
generation. In-depth analysis 
of the overall development of 
nuclear power and discussion of 
certain key issues at scientific and 
technical conferences and round 
tables help to maintain a high 
level of professional knowledge 
of our specialists. We believe that 
it is an impor-tant achievement 
that the IUVNEI has established 
fruitful cooperation with the IAEA 
and regularly participates in its 
activities.

t h e 
experien-
ce of vete- 

rans is the key to the 
continuity of generations 
in the nuclear Industry. on 
october 7–9, 2015, in astana, 
at the international forum 
“nuclear technologies of the 
xxI century and problems 
of non-proliferation”, the 
organization “veterans of 
nuclear science, energy and 
Industry of the republic of 
kazakhstan” (vnseI rk) 
was officially accepted as a 
member of the IuvneI.

Joining the international 
Union of Veterans of Nuclear 
Energy and Industry was an 
additional incentive to activate 
our activities.

Two congresses of VNSEI 
RK were held: the first took 
place in 2016, the second in 
2019. The number of primary 
veteran organizations increased 
from 7 in 2015 to 21 by 2020, 
including in subsidiaries of NAC 
«Kazatomprom».

Mentoring is the most 
important and priority activity 

of nuclear industry veterans. On 
April 21, 2017, the International 
Nuclear Industry Scientific 
and Educational Center was 
established. The goal of the 
Center is to train highly qualified 
specialists for the nuclear 
industry of Kazakhstan. 

In 2017 and 2019, meetings of 
veterans of the nuclear industry 

of Russia and Kazakhstan were 
organized, where issues of the 
report “On the role of veterans 
in the education and training of 
the younger generation” were 
considered.

According to the unanimous 
opinion of our veterans, 
participation in the IUVNEI brings 
great benefits to the veteran 
movement of Kazakhstan. The 
amount of work done together is 
constantly growing.

In 2010,  
the union 
of   veterans  

of nuclear energy of 
ukraine (uvneu) was 
established to consolidate 
and combine efforts and 
coordinate the activities 
of nuclear energy veterans 
in ukraine. the uvneu 
immediately became invo-
lved in the activities of 
the International union 
of veterans of nuclear 
energy and Industry. a 
significant event was the  
IuvneI international con-
ference held in the town 
of slavutych on may 15, 

2017, on the topic “safety 
is a prerequisite for the 
existence and development 
of nuclear energy in all 
countries of the world».

The participants of the 
international conference paid 
special attention to the issues 
of knowledge management 
and transfer of experience to 
young nuclear engineers. The 
participants of the international 
conference positively assessed 
the practice of operating 
organizations of nuclear power 
in various countries on practical 
application of the experience 
of nuclear veterans in solving 
the tasks of the main activity 
of NPPs, on preserving critical 

knowledge and transmitting it 
to the younger generation.

On the initiative of V.K. 
Bronnikov, much attention was 
paid to attracting veterans to 
expert activities. A group of 
veterans was created, called 
the Expert Analytical Council 
(EAC) under the President of 
the state enterprise “NAEK 
“Energoatom”; the EAC was 
chaired by V. K. Bronnikov. 
The activities of the EAC were 
transferred to the NPPs. For 
this purpose, by an order of 
the President of the company, 
the expert and analytical 
groups (EAG) were created 
under the Directors General of 
the NPPs. At the conference in 

Slavutich, it was proposed that 
M.G. Kremen would head the 
UVNEU.

In the same year 2017, the 
organization was registered 
as a legal entity “The Union of 
Veterans of Nuclear Energy and 
Industry of Ukraine”. Veterans of 
the nuclear energy of Ukraine 
are indispensable participants 
of conferences, round tables, 
and all events held by the 
International Union of Veterans 
of Nuclear Energy and Industry. 
In the picture, in the foreground, 
sitting at a table are Chairman 
of the Union of Veterans of 
Nuclear Energy and Industry 
of Ukraine M.G. Kremen, and 
Honorary President of the 
Nuclear Society of Ukraine 
V.K. Bronnikov. Member of the 

Coordinating Council of the 
Union of Veterans of Nuclear 

Energy and Industry of Ukraine 
V.A. Korovkin gives a speech.

belarus
Belaru-

sian union 
of veterans of nuclear 
energy and Industry 
(BuvneI) was established 
on 15 february 2016. In 
august 2016, the BuvneI 
conference decided to join 
IuvneI.

In September 2016, in 
Vienna, on the sidelines of the 
IAEA General conference, this 
proposal was implemented 
by the decision of the Central 
Council of the IUVNEI. Since 
that time, the members of 
BUVNEI take an active part in all 
activities carried out by IUVNEI. 
Members of the BUVNEI actively 

participate in the program of 
support for the construction 
and commissioning of the 
Belarusian nuclear power 
plant, participating in the 
examination of documents. 
Veterans of the Union have 
published a number of books 
on nuclear topics, including 
informative, well-illustrated 
books for children and 
schoolchildren. Currently, 
preparations are underway 
to hold a round table of the 
International Union of Veterans 
of Nuclear Energy and Industry. 
The round table will be held 
within the framework of the 
upcoming VIII International 
conference “Nuclear energy, 
nuclear and radiation 
technologies of the XXI century” 
in June 2020, dedicated to 
the 55th anniversary of the 
founding of the scientific 
institution “oiei-Sosny” and the 
75th anniversary of the nuclear 
industry.” Belarus highly 
appreciates the international 
cooperation of veterans, the 
opportunity to learn from 
foreign experience, and this 
opportunity is provided by 
participation in the events of 
the IUVNEI.

In the picture (from left to right): Chairman of the Belarusian 
Union of veterans of Nuclear Energy and Industry Nikolay Grusha 

and Secretary of the BUvNEI Dmitry Maximovitch

László CzIbOLya, 
Head of the veteran 

Organization of Hungary

Larisa TUraNskI, 
Secretary of the veteran 

Organization of Hungary

Levente krIzbaI,  
Ex-Chairman of the veteran 

Organization of Hungary

Deputy Chairman  
of the IUvNEI  

baurzhan Orazovich 
DUIsEbaEV

The Chairman of the Council 
of veterans of Nuclear Science, 

Energy and Industry of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, Winner 

of the USSR State Prize, Professor 
belgebay shakarimovich 

bUrkUrMaNOV
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Armenia

Slovakia

Lithuania

Тhe Czech Republic

m a n y 
significant 
events in 
the histo- 

ry of the International union 
of veterans of nuclear energy 
and Industry took place in 
slovakia. on april 2, 2008, 
representatives of russian and 
slovak veteran organizations 
signed a memorandum of intent to 
establish the International union 
of veterans of nuclear energy and 
Industry (IuvneI) in the city of 
piestany, 

located in the Trnava region of 
Western Slovakia. The intention to set 
up the IUVNEI was supported by the 
management of the Rosatom State 
Corporation and Rosenergoatom 
Concern JSC, as well as by the nuclear 
societies and operating organizations of 
Armenia, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, 
Finland, Hungary, Lithuania, Slovakia, 

and Ukraine. The Russian Trade Union 
of Nuclear Power and Industry Workers 
and the French Council of Nuclear 
Industry Workers actively supported 
the creation of the IUVNEI. And it was in 
the capital of Slovakia, Bratislava, that 
the first meeting of the Central Council 
of the IUVNEI was held from 10-12 
November 2010. 

On the agenda were important 
issues: registration of the IUVNEI in 
the Ministry of Justice of the Russian 
Federation; registration of membership 
in the International Union of veteran 
public organizations of Slovakia, Russia, 
Ukraine, Finland, Hungary; confirmation 
of credentials of the Central Council 
members and formation of the Union’s 
thematic work plan for 2011. The 
following organizations were accepted 
as members of the Union at the first 
meeting of the IUVNEI: Slovak Nuclear 
Society (NNC); Inter-Regional Public 

Organization of Veterans of Concern 
Rosenergoatom; All-Ukrainian Public 
Organization “Union of Veterans of 
Nuclear Energy of Ukraine”; Inter-

Regional Public Movement of Veterans 
of Nuclear Industry of the State 
Corporation Rosatom; Nuclear Society 
of Finland, ATS - Seniors Group; World 
Council of Nuclear Industry Workers 
(France); Union of Veterans of NZHK 
(Russia). 

From 21 to 22 October 2013, 
Trnava hosted the 9th meeting of 
the IUVNEI Central Council, where 
it was noted that the International 
Union has established a meaningful 
explanatory and propaganda work 
to convince and demonstrate the 
positive opportunities for cooperation 
of veteran organizations within the 
framework of the International Union 
of Veterans of Nuclear Energy and 
Industry. Veterans of many countries 
recognized the credibility of these calls. 

Public organizations - “Veterans of 
Czech Nuclear Power Plants” and the 
Nuclear Forum of Slovakia expressed 
their desire to join the International 
Union. The ceremony of accepting these 
organizations into the Union was held. 

Certificate of membership in the 
IUVNEI of Russian organization of 
the NIAEP - Moscow branch of JSC 
ASE was also awarded to its leader 
L. K. Mironchik. At the end of the 
meeting, it was noted that the growing 
understanding that the veteran 
movement was of great importance 
in terms of maintaining good contacts 
between members of the Union, whose 
specialists had worked together for a 
long time at nuclear facilities and had 
maintained their business relationships 
of trust. 

Highly appreciating the role 
of veterans of Slovakia and the 
Czech Republic in the work on the 
creation of the IUVNEI, as well as in 
recognition of their participation 
in cooperation with Russia on the 
development of nuclear energy in 
their countries, the management of 
Rosatom State Corporation decided 
to award corporate awards “For merits 
in international cooperation in the 
nuclear field” to Slovak veterans.

Head of the veteran Organization 
of Nuclear Scientists of Slovakia, 

Professor Jan HasCIk

from 14 to 15 august  
2012, the 6th meeting of 

the central council of the IuvneI was held. It 
was held at the armenian nuclear power plant 
near the city of yerevan. the venue was not 
chosen by chance. the station, with dignity, 
withstood significant shocks, one from the 
triple earthquake, and the other from public 
discussions on the feasibility and safety of 
further npp operation. In the reports presented 
at the central council meeting, the relevant 
topic of ensuring the safety and the status of 
nuclear energy in the world after the accident 
at the fukushima 1 npp in Japan was discussed. 
at the meeting of the central council of the 
IuvneI, the results of the work performed were 
summed up, and plans for further international 
cooperation were outlined. 

It was decided to consider the possibility of 
forming a veteran organization at the Armenian 
NPP; to provide for the participation of veterans 
of the Armenian NPP and Rosenergoatom 
Concern JSC in the implementation of the 
project to extend the life of the 1st Unit of the 
Armenian NPP. 

It was also decided to prepare proposals for 
the creation of an international expert advisory 
council of veterans of nuclear energy and 
industry at the Central Council of the IUVNEI. 
Going beyond the discussion of the topic of the 
Armenian NPP, the Central Council approved 
the methods and practices of mentoring young 
specialists with the involvement of veterans at 
the Paks NPP and recommended that the IUVNEI 
International Secretariat study and extend the 
Hungarian experience of mentoring to other 
NPPs of the Union Member States.

Dear colleagues and friends, оn behalf of 
the Armenian NPP, I would like to express my 
gratitude to you for your initiative and fruitful 
work over the past ten years. It should be noted 
that the main thing that distinguishes the work 

of the International Union of Veterans of Nuclear 
Energy and Industry – a positive attitude to 
business. 

These qualities of veterans have been 
noticed and appreciated, as evidenced by the 
accreditation of the International Union of 
Veterans of Nuclear Energy and Industry at 
the IAEA General Conference, participation in 
various events held by Rosatom, WANO, and 
other organizations. 

Involvement of the IUVNEI in the activities of 
global, interregional and regional entities of the 
nuclear industry requires focusing the capabilities 
of veterans on solving applied practical problems, 
in particular, on the transfer of knowledge to the 
younger generation, popularization of nuclear 
projects, expertise of technical innovations, 
analysis and evaluation of non-standard situations, 
and much more. We are sure that all this will be 
present in our future work.

President of the Union of veterans of Nuclear 
Energy of Armenia, in 1993–2002, Director General 

of the Armenian Nuclear Power Plant s. G. azatyan 
and Director for extension of operation of the 

Armenian nuclear power plant G. a. sevikyan

on october 25, 2013, prague 
hosted the 10th working 

meeting of the IuvneI central council, where 
it was decided to enroll the public organization 
“veterans of czech nuclear power plants” in 
the International union of veterans of nuclear 
energy and Industry. 

On September 15, 2017, the International 
Conference “Knowledge transfer – the 
responsibility of nuclear power and industry 
veterans to the younger generation” was held in 
Prague. 

The conference was organized by the 
Association of Nuclear Veterans (CZ) in 
collaboration with the International Union of 
Veterans of Nuclear Energy and Industry (IUVNEI) 
and the International Youth Nuclear Congress 
(IYNC). 

The Czech Republic, like a number of other 
European countries, faces the challenge of 
continuing to update its nuclear power plant 
portfolio. To do this, we need a skilled, educated 
and knowledgeable workforce. The “nuclear 
generation” that grew up during the nuclear 
boom of the 70s is now retiring, people are 
leaving quickly. 

“Bridging the gap” becomes a serious topic of 
discussion. Speaking at the conference, President 
of the Association of Nuclear Veterans of the 
Czech Republic Jiri Marek noted: We, nuclear 
veterans, see it as our duty to raise the alarm: we 
must do everything possible to avoid a lack  of 
experience, a lack of knowledge. 

And we are ready to continue our 
professional work in the most useful way – by 
transferring our knowledge to the younger 
generation. Work in the full range of nuclear 
activities – research and development, 
technical development, production, design, 
procurement, construction, licensing, authori-

zation, safety, legislation and regulation, ope-
ration, maintenance, waste disposal, radiation 
protection and much more. 

This is why the Czech Association of Nuclear 
Veterans (ANV CZ) sees cooperation with 
colleagues from different countries that are 
members of the International Union of Veterans 
of Nuclear Energy and Industry as a way to jointly 
solve the problems and challenges facing the 
nuclear industry.

President of the Association of Nuclear 
veterans of the Czech Republic Jiři MarEk

on 
may 27, 
2010, in 
vilnius, 

members of the Ignalina npp 
veteran organization supported 
the creation of the International 
union of veterans of nuclear 
energy and Industry (IuvneI), 
which was held on the same day 
at the founding conference in 
moscow. 

The Association of Ignalina NPP 
Veterans has existed since 2004, 
however, as a legal entity, it was 
registered in Lithuania on April 6, 
2018. The number of members is 
50. The elected Council of veterans 
consists of 7 Members. 

The Association does not have 
financial support and exists at the 
expense of veteran membership 
fees. Finances are spent on renting 
premises, website support, purchasing 
supplies for office equipment, paying 
for announcements of events in the 
city newspaper and on television. A 
very important item of expenditure - 
modest gifts to the anniversaries. 

The Chairman of the Council of 
the Veteran Organization regularly 

participates in all events organized by 
the International Union of Veterans 
of Nuclear Energy and Industry and 
informs veterans and the public of the 
Republic about the fruitful work of the 
IUVNEI. Participation in international 
conferences organized by the IUVNEI 
allows our veterans to be informed 
about the status and development of 
nuclear energy in the world, as well 
as to publish articles on the problems 
of decommissioning nuclear facilities 
with uranium-graphite reactors, 
problems of environmental protection 
and ecology. Articles published 
in the journal “Atomic Strategy”, 
on the sites PROATOM and “tts.lt 
-Association of INPP Veterans” (in 
Lithuania). The IUVNEI provides real 
support in editing the information 
we publish, connecting veterans of 
other countries to the development 
of recommendations for solving the 
problems of eliminating the nuclear 
legacy in Lithuania.

Members of the Council of the 
Association of Veterans of the Ignalina 
NPP are members of the “Working 
group on ecology and energy under 
the Mayor”. At the initiative of the 
Working group, meetings with the 

technical administration of the 
INPP are held, discussing current 
issues of the city, the impact of the 
performed dismantling works for 
decommissioning of Ignalina NPP.

Meanwhile, we constantly feel 
the support of our colleagues from 
the International Union of Veterans 
of Nuclear Energy and Industry and 
congratulate this organization on its 
decade of fruitful activity.

 Head of Association of veterans of 
the Ignalina NPP                

v. n. kuznetsov

 

bulgaria
the union 

of veterans 
of nuclear 
Industry of 

Bulgaria was established in January 
2014. since then, its activities 
have been associated with the 
International union of veterans of 
nuclear energy and Industry. 

On November 28, 2016, in the 
Bulgarian city of Kozloduy, where the 
NPP operates, a regular meeting of the 
Central Council of the IUVNEI was held. 
The meeting discussed and agreed on a 
work plan for 2017. In fact, the strategy 
of the International Union’s activities 
for the future was determined. Having 
recognized that the work of the 
International Secretariat of the IUVNEI 
in 2016 was satisfactory, the Central 
Council instructed the International 
Secretariat to support and formalize 
the membership of the organization 
of the Vienna Union of Veterans of 
the IAEA as a part of the IUVNEI. This 
instruction was later fulfilled. 

The Union of Veterans of Nuclear 
Industry of Bulgaria sends its 
members to work in the Independent 
Advisory Council on Nuclear Safety 
together with the management of 
the Kozloduy NPP, conducts scientific 

conferences for schoolchildren on 
the development of nuclear energy. 
The veterans opened a permanent 
exhibition “History of the Kozloduy 
NPP”, where they hold meetings with 
young people and the public, train 
middle management personnel of 
the Kozloduy NPP, focusing on safety 
culture issues.

Ivan GrIzaNOV, Chairman  
of the Union of veterans of Nuclear 

Industry of Bulgaria
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The city of Sochi has repeatedly become a venue for significant events 
of the International Union of Veterans of Nuclear Energy and Industry. Thus, 
at the Tenth Anniversary Forum “ATOMEXPO-2018”, organized by the State 
Corporation Rosatom, the signing of the Practical Arrangement between the 
IAEA and IUVNEI took place. The document was signed by Deputy Director 
General of the IAEA, Director of the Department of Nuclear Energy Michail 
Chudakov and Chairman of the IUVNEI Pavel Ipatov. 

According to a tradition, veterans planted magnolia trees in the park 
in memory of their meetings on Sochi land. In the picture, we can see the 
participants of this event. They are: Mr. Jiři Marek, President of the Association 
of Nuclear veterans of Czech Republic; Mr. Oleg saraev, one of the first leaders 
of the IUvNEI; Mrs. Larisa Mironchik, Chairman of the Council of veterans of 
Rosatom State Corporation Engineering Division; Mr. Nikolay Grusha, Chairman 
of the Belarussian Union of veterans of Nuclear Energy and Industry;  Mr. V. 
beglaryan, Member of the Expert Council of the IUvNEI; Mr. suren azatyan, 
Chairman of the Armenian Union of veterans of Nuclear Energy (Director-General 
of the Armenian NPP in 1993-2002).    

The Meeting Place - Sochi

In connection with the decade of 
activity of the International union 

of veterans of nuclear energy and 
Industry, numerous congratulatory 
letters and telegrams from 
divisions, enterprises and veteran 
organizations of the nuclear industry 
continue to be recieved by the 
central council and the International 

secretariat of the IuvneI. they 
contain both stories about the 
activities of the veteran community 
and suggestions for our future joint 
work. 

We thank everyone who sent 
their greetings and noted the fruitful 
work of the Central Council and the 
International Secretariat. All proposals 

will be taken into account in future 
plans.

And stories about the work 
of veteran organizations will be 
published in the next issues of the 
newspaper “Voice of Veterans”.

Vitaly LEbEDENkO, Deputy 
Chairman of the IUvNEI, Нead of the 

International Secretariat

From the International Secretariat of the IUvNEI

Miloš Zeman, President of the Czech Republic:

I thank all of you, veterans of 
the nuclear power industry, who 
have decided to pass on their 
knowledge and experience to 
the new young generation, which 
already carries and will continue 
to carry the “nuclear banner”. 

This goal is worthy of respect, since 
we need talented young specialists 
for the future development of nuclear 
power, in particular for the construction 
of new units. We need brave young 
professionals who will not be afraid to 
face short-sighted green fanatics. They 
are short-sighted because they are not 
able to see the undeniable benefits of 
nuclear power for the environment. 
Instead, they impose on us a senseless, 
costly and disfiguring the landscape of 
the forest wind turbines and fields of 
solar panels. 

I wish all nuclear power veterans 

success in attracting young followers, 
who will become not just a few, but 
a whole, united, strong and brave 
generation.

Sincerely thank you all, 
With respect, 

Miloš zEMaN

“I wish all nuclear power veterans success in attracting young followers, who will become not just a few, but 
a whole, united, strong and brave generation.”

the Joint council of nuclear 
veterans of saint petersburg 
congratulates the International 
union of veterans of nuclear 
energy and Industry on its tenth 
anniversary. for 10 years now, the 
involvement of nuclear veterans 
in the process of transferring 
their unique knowledge and 
experience to young professionals 
and embedding veterans in joint 
expert and analytical work at 
industry enterprises have been 
important strategic directions of 
the International union activities 
and, we can safely say, its main 
achievement.

In Saint Petersburg and the 
Leningrad Region, veteran organizations 
(Councils of veterans) of such enterprises 
as the Radium Institute, ATOMPROEKT 
(“VNIPIET”+ SPb AEP), LAES, NITI, CKBM, 
NIIEFA, etc. have been formed and are 
actively functioning. These organizations 
are pioneers in the creation of the nuclear 
industry and energy in our country, 
have all the competencies in the field 
of nuclear science and technology and 
practical experience in implementing 
nuclear projects. 

As part of the efforts to attract 
the knowledge and experience of the 
international community of veterans, an 
informal public Expert Advisory Council 
of Nuclear Veterans of our regions 
(EACNV) was formed on the initiative 
of nuclear veterans of Saint Petersburg 
and the Leningrad region, and with the 
support of the IUVNEI Secretariat. 

The program of its activities provides 
for the participation of experts and 
lecturers in covering such vital topics as:

– Design and construction of new 
NPP units;

– Creation of infrastructure to ensure 
long-term safe operation of NPPs;

– Decommissioning of NPP units 
and other nuclear power facilities;

– Support for new innovative projects 
in the field of nuclear technologies, such 
as the use of radiation technologies 
in the environment, customs control, 
processing of products, modification of 
construction materials. 

The basic organization for such work 
is the Saint Petersburg Branch of the 
Rosatom Technical Academy. (Director-
Vice-Rector T. N. Tairov, veteran of special 
risk divisions).

like no other industry, nuclear 
power needs to transfer the 
knowledge and experience gained 
by the older generation. especially 
important is the work with young 
people, who are already replacing 
veterans and occupy key positions in 
the industry. 

The Engineering Division of State 
Corporation Rosatom, implementing 
its projects on foreign sites, works 
in close connection with the 
International Union of Veterans of 
Nuclear Energy and Industry (IUVNEI), 
established in 2010 on the initiative 
of Russian and foreign veterans of the 
industry on the basis of cooperation of 
veteran public associations of Eastern 
Europe. 

During meetings with project 
managers for the construction of 
nuclear power facilities in Hungary, 
Belarus, Egypt, and India, the parties 
express their interest in combining 

the efforts of Engineering Division 
of Rosatom and the IUVNEI for the 
promotion of Russian projects and 
technologies abroad. We are talking 
about preparing and conducting 
international public hearings, 
seminars and round tables, informing 
the population living in the territories 
adjacent to the nuclear power plants 
under construction. Especially 
effective is the organization of such 
work directly in the information 
centers of foreign sites, as well as the 
creation of veteran organizations at 
the structures of nuclear power plants 
under construction and operation. 
We will discuss the potential of the 
veteran community to improve the 
effectiveness of Russian projects on 
foreign sites in 2020 and beyond at 
the 64th IAEA General Conference in 
September, during which the IUVNEI 
will hold a round table on the topic of 

public recognition of nuclear energy 
and the development of mechanisms 
to increase environmental awareness 
of the population. 

Larisa MIrONCHIk, 
Chairman of the Council of veterans 

of the NIAEP (part of the Engineering 
Division of State Corporation  

Rosatom)

The Main Achievement of IUvNEI

In Key Positions

Executive Secretary of the  
Joint Council of Nuclear veterans  

of Saint Petersburg
 I. L. rybaLCHENkO

Director and vice-Rector  
of the Saint Petersburg Branch of the 

Rosatom Technical Academy  
T.N. TaIrOV

ten years ago, in may 2010, 
at the founding conference 
held in moscow, veteran public 
organizations of a number of 
countries united and formed the 
International union of public 
associations “the International 
union of veterans of nuclear 
energy and Industry”.

The created Union, which united 
veteran organizations of Armenia, 
Belarus, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, 
Finland, Hungary, Kazakhstan, Lithuania, 
Russia, Slovakia, Ukraine became 
a unique organization that united 
veterans of nuclear energy and industry 
on the principles of equality.

Despite your age, you are actively 
involved in the affairs of national 
operating organizations of the Union 
members, passing on your professional 
knowledge and experience to young 
specialists, actively promoting the use of 
the peaceful atom as a non-alternative 
source of energy that can save future 
generations from the energy crisis and 
provide a technological, economic and 
modern level of quality of life for the 
population of the planet Earth while 
preserving its climate and biosphere.

It is important for the Union to 
preserve and transfer the experience 
of joint work accumulated over the 
previous decades of cooperation to form 
a culture of nuclear facilities operation 
that puts the safety of people and 
nature at the forefront. Your experience 
is invaluable in working with the public 
and the public, as well as with the media, 
to objectively form their correct attitude 
to nuclear energy as a safe and reliable 
source of energy supply.

The interaction of the Union 
with the International Atomic Energy 
Agency provides an opportunity for 
broad international cooperation with 
veterans and other public organizations 
of the IAEA Member States in discussing 
and transferring knowledge on the 
safe operation of nuclear power units, 
safe management of spent fuel and 
radioactive waste, decommissioning 
of nuclear-hazardous facilities, and 
preserving and strengthening the 

international nuclear non-proliferation 
regime. This is especially important in 
cooperation with countries that are 
beginning to develop nuclear power 
and need competent advice and 
assistance in creating the necessary 
nuclear infrastructure.

In general, the work for active 
veterans, carriers of unique professional 
knowledge and experience, ready to pass 
them on to the younger generation, will 
last for many years and anniversaries.

I wish all members of the Inter-
national Union of Public Associations 
“The International Union of Veterans of 
Nuclear Energy and Industry” health, 
further success in developing and 
strengthening cooperation between 
veteran organizations of the Member 
Countries of the Union, as well as with 
other public organizations working in the 
field of peaceful use of nuclear energy.

I also hope for further mutually 
beneficial cooperation with the Nuclear 
Society.

Sincerely yours, 
Member of the Central Board of 

the Russian Nuclear Society, Member 
of the Public Council of Rosatom 

State Corporation, Honored Worker 
of the Nuclear Industry of the Russian 
federation,Associate Professor of the 
National Research Nuclear University 

“MEPhI”
V. P. kUCHINOV

Dear veterans - Members of the 
International Union of Public Associations 

“The International Union of veterans of 
Nuclear Energy and Industry”,


